
People Are Watching

At about 11:00 a.m. on November 22, Terri
was at a local health food store. As she was
checking out, the cashier asked a surprising
question: “You have been walking with the Lord for
many years, haven’t you?” During the next few
seconds, many thoughts went through Terri’s mind: I
have never had an opportunity to talk with this lady
about my spiritual life. How did she know about my
relationship with God? What is her motive for asking
this question?

Wondering what direction this conversation
would take, Terri answered, “Yes, I have walked
with the Lord for many years.” With an urgency in
her voice, the lady said, “I have a question for you,”
and pulled Terri aside, just a couple of feet away
from the line of people waiting at the checkout. “I
have set a goal to get up early in the morning to
spend time alone with God, but I just haven’t been
able to get myself awake. Do you have any words of
wisdom to help me in this area?”
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Terri was perplexed. God had provided a golden
opportunity, but the cashier was on the job, and
people were waiting in line. So, as briefly as
possible, Terri commended her for her desire to
spend time with God every day, and encouraged her
to press on toward achieving her goal, either early in
the morning or at another hour, if necessary. The
cashier responded enthusiastically to Terri’s
invitation to get together to talk more when she was
free. Please pray for wisdom for Terri to make the
most of this opportunity.

Sometimes it seems as though the people
around us are so busy with all the activities of their
lives and that they don’t pay much attention to us.
This experience reminded us of an important truth:
many people are watching us… often the people we
least expect. It brought to mind the Apostle Paul’s
exhortations to live “in a manner worthy of the
calling to which you have been called” and “as
children of the light.” (Ephesians 4:1; 5:8)

Here in Loja, Ecuador, the greatest barrier to
people experiencing a saving relationship with Jesus
Christ is their religiosity. Please pray that our lives
will give the people who are watching us a good
example of the transforming power of the gospel, so
they might move beyond religion to a relationship
with Jesus Christ. Thank you for your prayers!

Living for Him in Loja,

SIM USA
P.O. Box 7900
Charlotte, NC 28241-7900
+1 (704) 588-4300
www.sim.org

Jeff & Terri Rains
Casilla 877

Loja
Ecuador

jeff.rains@sim.org



Here are few highlights:

 We spent four days helping on a medical caravan.
This was our first exposure to the Zamora-
Chinchipe province and gave us a better
understanding of the spiritual needs there. Terri
had the privilege of leading a lady to the Lord.

 Israel is a young man from Guayaquil, Ecuador,
whom God has called to serve as a missionary in
China. He is in the process of discovering his
support team. We have enjoyed sharing with
Israel some of the partnership development
principles we have learned over the years,
especially a helpful course we took last October.

 Luis and Ericka are a young couple whom God
called into ministry a couple of years ago. We are
meeting with them to discuss the book Love and
Respect.

 Gerson, Dayana, Mynor & Josué are students
from SETECA Bible College in Guatemala. They
arrived in Loja the third week of October for a
short-term missions experience in the Zamora-
Chinchipe province. We have been helping
encourage and mentor these students.

 Jeff’s involvement with the Operation Christmas
Child team here in Loja has provided a great
opportunity to visit many of the rural towns in the
Loja and Zamora-Chinchipe provinces and get to
know many of the pastors.

During the past few months, we have had the
opportunity to see almost all the ministry activities of
SIM in Ecuador. It has blessed us to see how God is
using our team members to touch the lives of so
many people and to participate in some of these
ministries.

God has also answered important prayers for our
family. He helped us (Jeff & Terri) get the
paperwork turned in for our resident visas. Please
pray the visas will be granted soon. We found a
great vehicle for our ministry here – a 2003 Toyota
Prado. We are developing relationships and feeling
at home here in Loja. He has shown us in which
local church we need to serve – Iglesia Alianza
Maranatha. It encouraged us to hear from the pastor
and his wife that they believe God led us there in
answer to their prayers for help in the areas of music
and youth. Please pray as we work on music for a
Christmas program and help with the youth
ministry.

César Parrales, pastor of Iglesia Alianza Maranatha,
and his wife Maritza

God’s Hand in Our LivesMinistry Opportunities

Having our own vehicle opens up more ministry
possibilities, especially in rural areas.

Bible college students from Guatemala here for a
short-term mission trip

Did you know the city of Loja…
… was founded by Field Marshall Alonso de
Mercadillo in 1548 and is named after his home
town in Spain?
… was the first city in Ecuador to be wired for
electric power provided by a hydroelectric dam that
was completed in the 1890s?


