
From Despair to Hope

It was Friday, July 13, and Terri was in a taxi in
the city of Loja. Noticing the taxi driver was listening
to Christian music, she asked him what had
influenced his choice of music. The driver’s reply
was much more involved than Terri had anticipated.

The taxi driver, whom we will call Pedro, shared
that, about two weeks earlier, his wife had asked for
a divorce. He also shared that he had almost
committed suicide. However, something happened
that gave him hope.

As Pedro continued to relate his story, Terri
found out that someone had invited him to a retreat
that was organized by one of the local churches. He
had accepted the invitation and was planning to
attend the retreat, which would begin the following
day. Terri could sense excitement and, at the same
time, the natural apprehension we all feel as we
anticipate something new and different. She took
advantage of the opportunity to commend Pedro for
his decision to attend the retreat and assured him
that he would find the hope and support he needed

from the people at the church.
We can’t help but wonder why God arranged

this encounter. Was Pedro was having doubts about
attending the retreat or about the church? Whatever
the reason, Terri was glad for the opportunity to
encourage Pedro in his spiritual journey.

This is one of a number of experiences we have
had since arriving in Loja, which have given us a
glimpse of the great need for healing and restoration
in many families here. We were surprised to learn
that the number of divorces in Ecuador increased by
68% between the years 2000 and 2010*. It made us
think of Paul’s charge to Timothy: “Preach the
word; be prepared in season and out of season…”
(2 Timothy 4:2).

Please pray that we will be sensitive to the needs
of the people around us and be prepared to respond
to those needs. We look forward to seeing what
opportunities God has in store for us in the coming
days. We know it will be a great adventure.

Your partners in ministry,

* ”Ecuador registra un incremento en divorcios del 68% en la
última década,” El Universo, June 8, 2011
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Here are few highlights of the ministry activities we
have been involved in:

 Jeff has been meeting with a small group of men
who are combining Bible study with English
practice. A missionary asked Jeff to fill in for him
while he is on home assignment for the summer.
Jeff has been impressed by their thoughtful
questions and desire for spiritual growth. Please
pray for them as they meet each Tuesday night.

 Terri continues to meet with Wilma, the lady we
mentioned in our last email update. Wilma has
had some specific needs, which Terri has been
able to respond to, and she has seemed very
open as the two have studied the Bible together.
Please pray that Wilma will understand clearly
what it means to have a relationship with Christ.

 On Wednesdays, Nathanael participates in the
ministry of Spotlight, which uses teaching English
as a second language as a tool to develop
relationships and share the gospel.

 On July 14 we traveled about 2.5 hours by bus to
a small town called Catacocha. Jeff was thankful
for the opportunity to preach in the worship
service, while Terri, Nathanael & Kaitlyn taught
two groups of children. Abby got involved as well,
singing a special song in the worship service.

Please pray for wisdom from above regarding how
to invest the gifts and abilities God has given us for
the greatest possible impact here in Loja, Ecuador.

Getting settled has taken longer than we would have
liked, but it has been interesting to see how God has
used the delay to connect us with people and
provide ministry opportunities. We are still waiting
for some remodeling to be finished at the house we
will be renting. Lord willing, we will be able to move
in by July 24. We have identified approximately 150
specific tasks required to get settled here. There are
at least 25 additional tasks related to applying for
our resident visas, which we hope to complete in the
next month or so. Fortunately, we have checked off
about 130 of these tasks already. Please pray for
patience and perseverance as we work on the
remaining details.

Did you know…
… the complete name of what we call Loja City is
“Ciudad de la Inmaculada Concepción de Loja”?
… Loja is known as the Music and Cultural Capital
of Ecuador?

Stay tuned for more interesting facts about Loja in
future prayer letters.

Abby has enjoyed learning
inline skating.

Kaitlyn in her new school
uniform.

In the town of Catacocha

We are back to drinking only bottled water.
Fortunately the store is less than a block away 
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